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Written Statement to support the revised proposals of planning application ref: 20211335 

 

1. Brown & Co. have been asked to provide a written statement which explains the revised 

proposals to construct a new roadway at the western end of the Food Enterprise Park to connect 

to the A47 to the north, whilst allowing private access for the Honingham Thorpe Farm traffic 

from the south.  

2. It is noted that this section of the A47 is subject to a current application from National 

Highways for an order granting development consent for the A47 Easton to North Tuddenham 

project, which is the subject of a public examination.    

3. The design and layout of the proposed new roadway serving the Food Enterprise Park has 

been revised to address the comments that the District Council has received as part of its 

consultation process on the planning application, and to address the comments of 

representatives of National Highways received as part of the A47 DCO considerations.   

4. It is proposed that Blind Lane will be closed to vehicular traffic at its northern end and the new 

road will be constructed to adoptable standards from its connection with the A47 to the entrance 

into the Food Enterprise Park where a turning head will be provided.  The red line of the 

application site has been re-drawn to adjoin the edge of the proposed grade separated junction 

of the re-aligned carriageway of the A47, to ensure that a suitable connection can be provided. 

Visibility splays are shown at this junction within the red line of the application site.  Negotiations 

are continuing with representatives of National Highways in this respect.   

5. The section of road from the turning head at the entrance to the Food Enterprise Park to the 

south will be a private road.  There will be two sets of controlled gates across the private road: 

one set at its northern end and one set to the southern end.  Signage will be displayed at both 

sets of gates stating, ‘PRIVATE ROAD’.  This section of road is for private access only for 

Honingham Thorpe Farm traffic which is necessary to access the Food Enterprise Park.     

6. The entrance to the private road from Red Barn is angled towards the existing private road 

serving Honingham Thorpe Farm.  The roadway has been configured to restrict access and together 

with the provision of the two sets of controlled gates and signage will prevent rat running occurring 

along this section of the road towards the A47.   

7. The existing roadside hedgerow and the trees within the hedge along the eastern side of Blind 

Lane will be retained, unaffected by these proposals, except for the creation of the access into the 

Food Enterprise Park.  Due to the position of the new roadway to the north of the Food Enterprise 

Park, four trees to the western side of Blind Lane will have to be felled. From a visual inspection 

these trees have been badly damaged by vehicle strikes and are of poor form. Honingham Thorpe 

Farm have committed to plant 40 native trees elsewhere across the farm holding as replacements.   

8. The comments of the Lead Local Flood Authority have been considered and a Flood Risk 

Assessment and Surface Water Drainage Strategy has been submitted to identify the drainage 

proposals associated with the proposed roadway.  These take the form of a combination of: 

i) A roadside ditch along the west side of the private section of the road, with levels which fall to 

the south; and   
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ii) A series of filter strips and drains on both sides of the roadway, from the turning head serving 

the new Food Enterprise Park access, running to the north towards the new junction with the re-

aligned A47, with piped connections into the roadside drainage ditch, referred to in (i) above.  

These drainage features will in turn, connect into the existing underground surface water drainage 

system serving the Food Enterprise Park which flows through swales and into the infiltration 

lagoons to the southwest.      

9. The proposed filter strips, drains and the roadside ditch have all been designed to an appropriate 

width and depth to attenuate the rate and quantity of surface water run-off from the road up to 

and including the 100 year +40% climate change event.  It has been calculated that there is 

enough capacity in the swales and infiltration lagoons to accommodate the surface water from the 

Food Enterprise Park and the proposed roadway.    

10. Further infiltration testing will be undertaking once the necessary excavation of the northern 

section of road has been undertaken.   

   

Conclusion 

11. In conclusion, the layout and design of the proposed roadway has been revised to address the 

comments that were received during the initial consultation period, and to reflect the requests of 

representatives of National Highways.  

12. The entire length of the roadway has now been shown to identify the position and configuration 

of the access and egress serving the Food Enterprise Park, from the adopted road to the north and 

the private road to the south.  The closure of Blind Lane complies with a requirement of the Local 

Development Order of the Greater Norwich Food Enterprise Zone (condition 2.20).            

13. A surface water drainage solution has been designed along the entire length of the road having 

taken account of the infiltration testing that has been undertaken.  This will attenuate the rate and 

quantity of surface water run-off from the road and significantly reduce the potential for surface 

water to flow towards the A47. 

14. We consider that these proposals in their revised form address the requirements of the 

Highway Authority, National Highways, the Lead Local Flood Authority and the local concerns about 

the potential for rat running between the A47 and Red Barn, at the southern end of the private 

section of the road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


